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לז
וַיֹּ֥אמֶר יְהוָ֖ה אֶל־מֹשֶׁ֥ה לֵּאמֹֽר׃
לח
דַּבֵּ֞ר אֶל־בְּנֵ֤י יִשְׂרָאֵל֙ וְאָמַרְתָּ֣ אֲלֵהֶ֔ם וְעָשׂ֨וּ לָהֶ֥ם צִיצִ֛ת עַל־כַּנְפֵ֥י בִגְדֵיהֶ֖ם לְדֹרֹתָ֑ם וְנָֽתְנ֛וּ עַל־
לְדֹרֹתָ֑ם וְנָֽתְנ֛וּ עַל־צִיצִ֥ת הַכָּנָ֖ף פְּתִ֥יל תְּכֵֽלֶת׃
לט
וְהָיָ֣ה לָכֶם֮ לְצִיצִת֒ וּרְאִיתֶ֣ם אֹת֗וֹ וּזְכַרְתֶּם֙ אֶת־כָּל־מִצְוֺ֣ת יְהוָ֔ה וַעֲשִׂיתֶ֖ם אֹתָ֑ם וְלֹֽא־תָתֻ֜רוּ אַחֲרֵ֤י לְבַבְכֶם֙ וְאַחֲרֵ֣י עֵֽינֵיכֶ֔ם אֲשֶׁר־אַתֶּ֥ם זֹנִ֖ים אַחֲרֵיהֶֽם׃
37
God said to Moses, saying:
38
Speak to the Israelites and tell them to make tassels on the corners of their garments for all generations; they shall attach to the tassel at each corner a thread of blue.   
39
This shall be your tassel; and you shall see it and remember all of God’s commandments and keep them, not straying after your heart and after your eyes, following your own sinful desires.                                                                                                                          (Numbers 15:37-39)                         
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
היה ר"מ אומר מה נשתנה תכלת מכל מיני צבעונין 
מפני שהתכלת דומה לים וים דומה לרקיע ורקיע דומה לכסא הכבוד שנאמר (שמות כד, י) ויראו את אלהי ישראל ותחת רגליו כמעשה לבנת הספיר וכעצם השמים לטהר וכתיב (יחזקאל א, כו) כמראה אבן ספיר דמות כסא

Rabbi Meir used to say: How is tekhelet different from all other colours? Because tekhelet resembles the sea, and the sea resembles the sky, and the sky resembles the Throne of Glory, as it says: “And they saw the God of Israel; under God’s feet was the likeness of a pavement of sapphire, like the very sky for purity”. (Exodus 24:10), and it is also written: “The semblance of a throne, in appearance like sapphire”. (Ezekiel 1:26).                         (Babylonian Talmud, Sotah 17a)
  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      
ת"ר חלזון זהו גופו דומה לים וברייתו דומה לדג ועולה אחד לשבעים שנה ובדמו צובעין תכלת לפיכך דמיו יקרים 
The sages taught: This ḥilazon, its body resembles the sea, its shape resembles a fish, it emerges once in seventy years, and with its blood one dyes tekhelet, therefore it is expensive.                                                                                                                                                                                      (Babylonian Talmud, Menahot 44a)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
At the behest of our leader Herzl, I came to Basle to prepare for the Zionist Congress. Among many other problems that occupied me then was one that contained something of the essence of the Jewish problem. What flag would we hang in the Congress Hall? Then an idea struck me. We have a flag—and it is blue and white. The talith (prayer shawl) with which we wrap ourselves when we pray: that is our symbol. Let us take this talith from its bag and unroll it before the eyes of Israel and the eyes of all nations. So, I ordered a blue and white flag with the Shield of David painted upon it. That is how the national flag, that flew over Congress Hall, came into being.                                                                                                                                                          (David Wolffsohn 1856–1914)
